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Welcome to the summer 
1999 edition of OEE News. 
In this issue, we focus on the 
inaugural edition of Canada’s 
Energy Efficiency Conference 
and Trade Show, held in 
Ottawa from May 18 to 20, 
1999. More than 500 
delegates attended the 
Conference, from across 
Canada and around the 
world. As you'll find out, 
they weren't disappointed. 
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Natural Resources Canada Minister Ralph Goodale is challenging Canadians 
to work together “to bring opportunities to life” and achieve energy efficiency 
excellence in responding to the global challenge of climate change. 


In a hard-hitting speech at the National 
Energy Efficiency Awards dinner on 
May 19, Minister Goodale told delegates 
that their participation in the Conference 
and awards was “strong evidence of your 
commitment — personal and corporate - to 
wring the biggest advantage we can get 
from greater and greater efficiency.” 

Minister Goodale’s message was clear: 
“Energy efficiency is a fundamental charac- 
teristic of an intelligent society,” he said. 
And Canadians need to achieve energy 
efficiency excellence across the national 
economy. We also need to make Canada 
the place the world will look to for the best 
energy efficiency ideas. 

Improved energy efficiency will reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and help prevent 
disruptions to our climate, said Minister 


Goodale, who is responsible for the 


Ressources naturelles 
Canada 


Office de l’efficacité 
énergetique 


domestic implementation of Canada’s 


climate change commitments. But it also 
offers numerous economic benefits from 
helping Canadians save money to making 
our industries more competitive and 
productive and fostering new lines of 
business, new jobs, and new products and 
services to export. 

cont'd on page 2 
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MINISTER GOODALE .con> 


Under the Kyoto Protocol, Canada is 
committed to reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions to six percent below 1990 levels 
by the period between 2008 and 2012. 

“We need to marry strong environ- 
mental performance with a strong 
economy,” he said. “The Canadian public 
wants to have both, together. But it won’t 
be easy.” 

Quoting statistics from 1990 to 1997, 
Minister Goodale noted that Canadians are, 
indeed, becoming more energy-efficient. 
But more needs to be done, and faster. 

Stating that technology development 
and deployment will underpin Canada’s 
efforts to reach its Kyoto target, the 
Minister said we must “build our capacity 
for efficiency innovation.” That means 
developing the modern physical infrastruc- 


ture to carry out the necessary scientific 
investigations, nurturing new young 
brainpower to pursue the next generation 
of better ideas, and finding government and 
private sector funding to support specific 
projects. 

Minister Goodale also used his speech 
to solicit the advice of delegates to the 
Conference. “How can we accelerate the 
dissemination and practical application of 
our existing and new knowledge to gain the 
biggest and fastest benefit?” he asked. 
“And how can we strongly engage the 
enthusiastic participation of the average 
Canadian consumer?” 

Minister Goodale concluded his speech 
by issuing a challenge to Canadians: “As 
we open the 21st century, we must 
establish Canada as the world’s ‘smartest’ 
natural resources steward, developer, user 
and exporter — the most high-tech, the 
most socially responsible and environ- 
mentally friendly, the most productive and 
competitive. With respect to energy in 
particular, we need to be the very best.” 

Speaking to reporters after the awards 
dinner and presentation, Minister Goodale 
had high praise for Canada’s Energy 
Efficiency Conference. 

“I! think by the attendance here, which 
has far exceeded our expectations, and by 
the quality of the presentations, which have 
added to the ferment of ideas and looking 
at new ways of doing things, this Conference 
has made an important contribution to the 
process of developing effective responses 
to the Kyoto Protocol.” 

The full text of Minister Goodale’s 
speech is available at Natural Resources 
Canada’s web site at http://www.nrcan.ge.ca. 
From the main menu page, click on “For 
the Media” and then on “Speeches.” 


More than 500 Attend Conference 
Success of First-Ever Event Signals Growing 


Importance of Energy Efficiency 


The tremendous excitement and enthusiasm shown for Canada’s Energy Efficiency Conference - the 
first national event of its kind in Canada - are testimony to the growing importance of energy efficiency 
here and around the world, according to Conference chair Neil MacLeod. 


Mr. MacLeod, Director General of the Office 


of Energy Efficiency (OEE), made the 
comment in greeting more than 500 
delegates at the Conference’s opening 
session on the morning of May 19. The 
OEE organized and hosted the Conference 
under the theme “Leading Canadians to 
Energy Efficiency.” 

“Energy efficiency has been in the 
forefront of our minds for some time now 
- for both economic and environmental 
reasons,” said Mr. MacLeod. “But interest 
has intensified since Canada joined with 
more than 50 other countries to sign the 
Kyoto Protocol in December 1997.” 

Canada’s commitment to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions to six percent 
below 1990 levels by the period between 
2008 and 2012 will actually require a 25 
percent reduction from “business-as- 
usual” projections, Mr. MacLeod stated. 
And because most emissions of carbon 
dioxide, the principal greenhouse gas, come 


from our use of energy, it follows that using | 


less energy will have to be part of the 
solution. 

“In the near term, the most promising 
way to tackle greenhouse gas emissions is 
through improved energy efficiency,” said 
Mr. MacLeod. “It’s simple to define, though 
not quite so simple to get done. But it is 
being done. And the added bonus is that 
while organizations across this country are 
using energy efficiency to reduce emissions, 
they are also reducing costs, improving 
competitiveness and enhancing the bottom 
line. That’s one of the main reasons that 


we're holding this 
Conference - to show 
that it can be done and 
to show how it can be 
done.” 

Mr. MacLeod noted 
that the Conference 
had brought together 
stakeholders from 
across Canada: private 
companies and associ- 
ations, environmental 
organizations, provin- 
cial and municipal 
governments, school 
boards, hospitals and 
other <institutians, “thes academic 
community, utilities and the energy 
management industry. The variety of guest 
speakers and plenary and concurrent 
sessions meant there was something for 
everyone. 

“If there’s one area where talk really 
does lead to action, it’s energy efficiency,” 
said Mr. MacLeod in reference to the 
National Energy Efficiency Awards gala 
later that evening. He acknowledged the 
contribution made by several members of 
the OEE’s National Advisory Council on 
Energy Efficiency in selecting the award 
winners. 

Mr. MacLeod also took time to thank 
the Conference’s 16 sponsors, and partic- 
ularly its two major sponsors — Enbridge 
Consumers Gas and Union Gas, as well as 
Ontario Hydro Services Company, sponsor 


of the awards ceremony. 
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It was an evening of verve and excitement, with all the 
trappings of a major award show — music, lights, antici- 
pation and, finally, the names of winners being read from 
sealed envelopes before an eager and appreciative 
audience. 

By all accounts, the inaugural presentation of Canada’s 
National Energy Efficiency Awards at the Westin Hotel on 
May 19 lived up to its billing as a highlight of Canada’s 
Energy Efficiency Conference, which, with the support of 
16 sponsors, particularly Enbridge Consumers Gas and 
Union Gas, was a huge success in itself. More than 15 
winners took to the stage to receive their awards from the 
Honourable Ralph Goodale, Minister of Natural Resources 
Canada, who earlier in the evening had spoken of the 
central role of energy efficiency in helping Canada reduce 
its greenhouse gas emissions and tackle the climate change 
challenge. 


Energy Efficiency Achie 


The presentation ceremony capped several months of 


planning and preparation for the annual awards, which 
were introduced this year to recognize Canadian leader- 
ship, innovation and progress in energy efficiency. More 
than 160 applications were received for awards in six 
categories, which presented the selection committee with 
some tough decisions. 

To the accompaniment of a fast-paced multimedia 
show, Master of Ceremonies Gilles Lortie announced the 
finalists and then called on the winners to receive their 
awards. Inspired by an original work of art by sculptor Dale 
Dunning of Almonte, Ontario, the award’s design “symbol- 
izes the symmetry and connection among energy, the 
environment and the earth.” 

“Tonight, we saw many excellent examples of 
Canadians working at the forefront of energy efficiency,” 


said Mr. Lortie at the end of the evening. “See you in the 
fall of 2000!” 
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The winners of the 1999 awards, sponsored by Ontario 
Hydro Services Company, are: ieee 


Energy-using residential equipment: Inglis Limited, for its 
Resource Saver clothes washer 


Energy-using commercial and industrial equipment: DML Control 
Inc., for the Hench Modular Refrigeration Control System 


Residential buildings: Dr. Robert Dumont, for the Dumont 
residence 


Commercial and industrial buildings: Maurer Kobayashi 
Architects Ltd., for the Yukon Energy Corporate Office 


Institutional buildings: Collége de |’Outaouais, Campus Gabrielle- 
Roy, for its energy upgrades program 


Government buildings: Swan Lake Recreation Complex, for a 
building design that reduces energy use by 50 percent or more 


Industrial process improvements: Potash Corporation of 
Saskatchewan, for a novel heat and resource recovery system, 
and Stantec Global Technologies, for its Expert Furnace System 
Optimization Process 


Comprehensive industry strategies: Ontario Power Generation 
and Labatt Breweries of Canada, for their company-wide energy 
efficiency initiatives 


Fleet management: Bison Transport, for its energy management 
and greenhouse gas emission reduction program 


Transportation technology: Dofasco Inc./Stelco Inc., for a new 
ultralight steel auto body that reduces the weight of car frames 
by 25 percent 


Transportation systems: Traxis Inc., for a comprehensive fleet 
energy management system 


Outreach: Toronto District School Board and Rose Technology 
Group, for the Leaders in Sustainability Cooperative Education 
Program 


Student competition: A design team from Ryerson Polytechnic 
University, for an R-2000 concept that combines commercial 
space with attached dwellings in a high-density residential 
community 


The four plenary sessions held 
during Canada’s Energy 
Efficiency Conference brought 
together experts from business, 
industry and government to 
discuss energy efficiency 
initiatives and to contribute to 
the National Implementation 
Strategy. The sessions height- 
ened the attendees’ under- 
standing of Canada’s energy 
etficjency=. polictes® and 
programs and provided a forum 
for Canadian and international 
delegates to exchange experi- 
ences and technical knowledge. 


Session 1: 

What is Canada Doing to Become 
More Energy Efficient? 
Representatives of three companies 
described their energy reduction 
initiatives and their progress in 
reducing energy consumption. Dave 
Colcleugh of Dupont Canada Inc. and 
Tayce A. Wakefield of General Motors 
of Canada Limited discussed the 
advantages of a voluntary approach. 
John Fox, of Ontario Power 
Generation, addressed energy market 
deregulation, price volatility and the 
role of energy efficiency and demand- 
side management. 

Session 2 

(Part 1) The Office of Energy 
Efficiency’s First Year 

(Part 2) Meeting Canada’s Climate 
Change Commitments: The Inter- 
national Context 

Carol Buckley, Louis Marmen, Tony 
Taylor and Nick Marty of the Office 
of Energy Efficiency (OEE) talked 
about the success of the OEE’s 18 
programs. Maurice Strong, Special 
Advisor to the Secretary General of 
the United Nations, indicated that a 
paradigm shift in the global economy 
has demonstrated that “those who 
are the most eco-efficient will enjoy 
a comparative advantage.” He also 


pointed out that Canada must 
accelerate its efforts to reach its 
climate change commitment, 
although he is confident that through 
leadership Canada will make the 
transition to a new energy economy. 
Session 3 

Making Decisions on Energy Use: 
What Factors Encourage Leadership? 
Dr stuart 


Technologies Inc. encouraged govern- 


Smith of Ensyn 
ments to promote new technology by 
purchasing demonstration-scale units 
and by using incentive programs and 
regulations. Claude Villeneuve of 
Ekolac Consultants stated that the 
profile of energy efficiency must be 
raised by linking it with environmental 
problems such as acid rain and 
urban smog. Jack Layton, a Toronto 
City Councillor, highlighted the role of 
municipalities through Toronto’s 
Better Buildings Partnership, which 
envisions a retrofit of the entire city 
to save money, create jobs and 
reduce emissions. 


Session 4 

Consultations on Climate Change: 
Where We Are and Where We are 
Going 

David Oulton of the National 
Secretariat on Climate Change 


explained the challenge of achieving 
Canada’s Kyoto target. Greenhouse 
gas emissions must be cut to 563 
megatonnes (MT) per year by the 
period 2008 to 2012, but emissions 
are projected to reach 748 MT by 
2010, which means total emissions 
must drop 25 percent.togreach 
Canada’s emissions reduction target. 
Mr. Oulton also discussed the prelim- 
inary findings of the 16 sectoral and 
cross-sectoral issue tables, which 
indicate that energy efficiency is key 
to meeting the Kyoto target. 

The ideas presented at the four 
plenary sessions will help the 
Government of Canada and key 
stakeholders to increase awareness of 
climate change and to formulate 
policies that lead Canadians to energy 
efficiency in all sectors of the economy. 


If you had an energy efficiency product or service to sell, a program to promote or advice to offer, 


the Ottawa Congress Centre was the place to be on May 19 and 20. 


Two halls at the Congress Centre were 
filled to capacity by exhibitors at the 
first-ever National Energy Efficiency 
Trade Show. More than 35 companies 
from across Canada were joined by 
industry associations, electric and gas 
utilities, energy efficiency trainers and 
government departments to showcase 
the latest in energy-efficient products, 
equipment, techniques, services and 
programs. 

Some 60 booths were reserved 
for the two-day event, and the 
exhibitors basked in the attention they 
received from Conference delegates 
Enbridge 
Consumers Gas received special 


and other visitors. 


recognition as recipient of the “Best 
trade Show Booth” award. During 
lulls in the action, many exhibitors 
took the opportunity to exchange 
business cards with each other and 
develop new contacts in the growing 
energy efficiency industry. 

“There have definitely been good 
quality people going through the 
hall,” acknowledged Colin Nickerson, 
a product manager for exhibitor ACR 
Systeme. Inc. of Surrey, B.C., in 
reference to the hundreds of energy 
decision-makers who took time out 
from the conference to visit the trade 
show area. “This is a good way to 
keep in touch with people we already 
deal with and a chance to get in front 
of our customers.” 

The private sector exhibitors 
were an eclectic mix, ranging from 
Canada’s largest integrated energy 
service companies to small busi- 


nesses offering highly specialized 
technologies or services. 

Asked why Equalize-Air Systems 
Inc. of Peterborough, Ontario, took a 
booth at the trade show, company 
representative Dave Willkins had a 
quick and ready answer: “Education. 
Awareness. Learning and teaching. A 
lot of energy management companies 
are here, and they are very interested 
in our products.” 

“Visibility is the main reason we 
are here,” agreed Edmond Chiasson 
of the Quebec firm Evolu-Tech Ltée. 
“We expect to make some contacts 
with potential customers. But being 
here also allows us to get connected 
with some of the other exhibitors 
involved in energy contracting, for 
example. A conference like this is a 
good means to get exposure.” 


Government programs were also in 
evidence, including several booths 
promoting OEE initiatives aimed at 
industry, commercial builders, 
homeowners, fleet operators and 
motorists. “This is a good opportu- 
nity for us to get some exposure for 
our own programs among key energy 
decision-makers,” explained Neil 
MacLeod, Director General of the 
OEE. “We're very pleased with the 
turnout at the Conference and Trade 
Show, considering this is the first time 
it has ever been held.” 

And perhaps that’s the best news 
of all — it was the first National 
Energy Efficiency Trade Show, but it 
won't be the last. Planning is already 
under way to make the next show in 
the fall of 2000 even bigger and better. 


ENERGY EFFICIENCY 


An integral part of Canada’s Energy Efficiency Conference and Trade Show were the 25 concurrent 
sessions held over two days, during which more than 500 Conference attendees discussed energy 


efficiency issues with experts from Canada and the United States. 


More than 100 panelists presented 
their views and answered questions 
on topics ranging from the importance 
of energy efficiency in helping Canada 
meet its climate change goals to the 
way energy efficiency and sustainable 
development combine care for the 
environment, innovation, resource 
productivity and competitiveness. 
Panelists and session attendees 
highlighted energy efficiency success 
stories and debated topics such as 
energy efficiency education, planning 
and risk taking. 

The success. of the Conference 
can be attributed to the growing 
awareness that environmental 
improvement and competitiveness 
can work together, and that energy 
efficiency is good for business. 


We Want to 


Hear from You! 


We hope you’ve enjoyed this edition 
of OEE News. Future editions will 
provide even more information on 
how the OEE is “Leading Canadians 
to Energy Efficiency.” 

Our goal is to update you 
regularly on the OEE, its programs 
and initiatives. But we also want to 
hear from you. 


If you have suggestions for articles, 
success stories or profiles, please let 
us know. Letters to the editor are also 
welcome. Your feedback will help us 
make OEE News an important and 
valued source of information on 
energy efficiency in Canada. 


Canada Post Agreement No./Numéro d’enregistrement Postes Canada 1553399 
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